
   
 

   
 

 
 
 

Beaver County wins prestigious national award for its innovative 
broadband modernization 

NATOA Public-Private Partnership Award Winners Announced Today 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 23, 2025 

Beaver County, Pennsylvania – Beaver County announced today that its Connect Beaver County 
Broadband Program has won the National Association of Telecommunications Officers and 
Advisors (NATOA) 2025 Public-Private Partnership Award. The award is part of NATOA’s Community 
Broadband and Digital Equity Awards, which recognize innovative projects in government, business 
and local communities nationwide. 

"We are deeply honored to receive the distinguished NATOA award for our Connect Beaver County 
Broadband Program,” said Commissioner Dan Camp. “This accolade is a testament to our 
unwavering dedication to eliminating the digital divide and ensuring every resident is empowered 
with access to reliable, high-speed Internet." 

Publicly launched in 2022 in collaboration with Michael Baker International, the Connect Beaver 
County Broadband Program is nationally recognized as a model for rural broadband leadership, 
paving the way for a more inclusive and connected future across Appalachia and beyond. 
Leveraging state and federal funding, the County formed public-private partnerships to deploy 
fiber-optic infrastructure, accelerate implementation and introduce consumer choice to drive 
down costs.  

"This award is a resounding affirmation of the transformative power of public-private partnerships,” 
said Commissioner Jack Manning. “The Connect Beaver County Broadband Program epitomizes 
innovation and cooperation, showcasing the extraordinary achievements possible when 
communities unite towards a common goal." 

Nearly 2,200 locations throughout the County, previously identified in a 2021 Beaver County 
Broadband Feasibility report as unserved, will receive new service availability through the program 
by the end of 2026. The project’s ambitious original vision was to provide Internet access to every 
household and business location in the County. As a result, all corners of Beaver County can boast 
the economic and quality of life benefits that come with Internet connectivity.  

Strong and strategic partnerships with Armstrong and Kinetic saw early completion of the 
program’s Early Actions Projects, which connected more than 250 homes by early 2024. An 
ongoing partnership with Verizon will see nearly 1,900 more locations connected countywide—with 
more than half of those already completed. 

https://connectbeavercounty.com/connect-beaver-county-broadband-celebrates-completion-of-two-early-action-projects/
https://connectbeavercounty.com/connect-beaver-county-broadband-celebrates-completion-of-two-early-action-projects/
https://connectbeavercounty.com/beaver-county-broadband-program-reaches-milestone/


   
 

   
 

 

 

 

"The true significance of this award lies in its recognition of our robust public-private partnerships,” 
said Commissioner Tony Amadio. “We are grateful to NATOA for bestowing this honor upon us, as it 
highlights the essence of our project—the steadfast commitment and pioneering efforts of all 
contributors to the Connect Beaver County Broadband Program."  

NATOA 2025 Community Broadband Award recipients are: 

Public-Private Partnership (P3) of the Year: Connect Beaver County Broadband, a Beaver 
County, PA and Michael Baker International Collaboration 

Public-Private Partnership (P3) of the Year: Digital Inclusion Fund, a Community 
Foundation of Greater Huntsville and Google Fiber 

Broadband Visionary/Legislative Achievement of the Year: ConnectALL Office in New 
York State’s Affordable Broadband Act 

Digital Equity Project of the Year: City of New Orleans, LA’s Digital Skills Classes 

Digital Equity Project of the Year: City of San Jose, CA’s SJ Access 

Community Broadband Project of the Year: The City of Virginia Beach, VA’s Regional 
Connectivity 

 

Recipients will be honored at NATOA’s Annual Conference, to be held in New Orleans, August 18-
21 at the Sheraton New Orleans Hotel. 

“At NATOA, we’re proud to support the unique and diverse needs of communities nationwide by 
working to ensure everyone has access to affordable, high-speed, and reliable broadband,” said 
NATOA President Rick Assmus. “This year’s winners are shining examples of what’s possible 
through innovation, a focus on digital equity, and strong partnerships. On behalf of all our 
members, we applaud their leadership and their commitment to making broadband better and 
more accessible for everyone.” 

For more information on the awards or recipients, click here. 

 To learn more about the Connect Beaver County Broadband Program, view progress, and join the 
mailing list, visit connectbeavercounty.com.    

 

 

 

 

https://www.natoa.org/broadband-and-digital-equity


   
 

   
 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

About the Beaver County Planning Commission   
The mission of the Beaver County Planning Commission is to provide strategic, coordinated, and 
objective guidance and oversight to the growth, planning, and development activities of Beaver County. 
The goal of the Commission is to ensure that Beaver County’s future is characterized by a healthy 
environment, economy, and society achieved through proactive planning, citizen representation, 
effective communication, and professional services.  
  
Media Contact:   

 
Nicole Long  
Chief Clerk, Beaver County    
nlong@beavercountypa.gov  
724-770-4405   
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