BROADBAND PROGRAM
ABOUT THE PROGRAM ACTIONS
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There are two initiatives in delivering broadband to areas in need:
Early Action Projects and service to Connectivity Opportunity Areas
identified through the Broadband Data Collection & Feasibility Study
completed in 2021.

Beaver County is advancing
a Broadband Program to
bring high-speed internet
to the communities across
the county that need it
most. Through the Connect
Beaver County Broadband
Program, broadband service
access will be provided in
parts of 24 municipalities
across the county in areas
that are unserved or
underserved.This initiative
will utilize nearly $20 million
of American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) funding and
aims to be completed by
December 2024.

Early Action Projects • Begins in Spring 2022
Two Early Action Projects will begin in spring 2022 to deliver
service to two Opportunity Areas, confirm the best approach to
project development, establish success factors and work closely
with two reputable Internet Service Providers (ISPs). The new
fiber projects are:
Hanover Township
• Where: Along Hanover
Kendall Road, Airline
Drive, and Hanny
Beaver Road
•

2. Digital Navigator
Program
3. Connect
County-owned
Towers via Fiber
4. Broadband Utility
Connection Fund
5. Continued Digital
Equity and Data
Collection Analyses

Serving 65 unserved
locations

Big Beaver Borough, South Beaver
Township, and Darlington Township
• Where: Along Route 551 and
Stitt Road. Multiple roadways along
the Route 51 corridor towards the
state line
•

Serving 139
unserved locations

Provide Service to Opportunity Areas • Begins in Fall 2022
In spring 2022, Beaver County will launch a competitive bid process
through a request for proposals to local ISPs qualified to provide
service to the unserved and underserved Opportunity Areas. The
areas were prioritized based on the lack of both fixed and mobile
internet service. There will be preference given to these areas to
connect those currently without internet access. The selection of
providers is expected this summer, and work should begin this fall.

The program includes
FIVE KEY ACTIONS to
close the digital divide:
1. New Broadband
Service

NEW BROADBAND SERVICE

2

DIGITAL NAVIGATOR PROGRAM
Program Design Phase • Summer 2022
To support broadband access, adoption, and digital equity
needs, a Digital Navigator Program will be developed to provide
support to people who need help using the internet. Digital
navigators are trained staff who will work with residents on digital
literacy including home connectivity, device set up, and digital
skill building. Digital navigators are also familiar with how to apply
for social service resources online and provide guidance upon
request. Beaver County is developing a plan to offer remote and
socially distant in-person guidance at trusted community-based
organizations.
4.22.2022
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CONNECT COUNTY-OWNED TOWERS VIA FIBER
Planning Begins Summer 2022

Providing better connectivity to Beaver County Emergency
Services is a top priority. This action will fund fiber connections to
the eight county-owned radio towers. This would enable direct
connectivity for emergency service communications systems
and allows for the wireless radio system to serve as a back-up,
instead of the primary communication system. Though the fiber is
expected to be dedicated to Emergency Services’ needs, it may
also be available to provide middle-mile service to businesses
and homes.
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BROADBAND UTILITY CONNECTION FUND

Planning Begins Fall 2022

After the new service providers have been selected, a new fund
will be set up to offer financial support to people who still do
not have service to their structure due to the setback distance
from the main road. A financial assistance application will be
made available to eligible property owners. More details will be
provided once the fund is established.
5

CONTINUED DIGITAL EQUITY ANALYSES

Mobile Connectivity Study • Late 2022, Early 2023
One of the main issues identified through the initial connectivity
study field work and public survey is that mobile wireless
connectivity is very poor throughout the county. Additional data
collection focused on mobile wireless in areas not visited during
the initial study will be conducted.

Future Unserved Areas Study • Late 2022, Early 2023

Connectivity Opportunity
Areas Shown in Bright Blue

In leveraging ARPA funding and other federal dollars to support
broadband implementation of 100 Mbps download speed and
100 Mbps upload speed, newly connected areas will have faster
internet service than other areas of the county. This planning
study will provide an understanding of the future unserved parts
of the county that will position leadership to take advantage of
future funding opportunities.

WHAT TYPES OF BROADBAND
PROJECTS ARE ELIGIBLE UNDER ARPA?
Locations not currently served by a wireline connection that
reliably delivers 25 Mbps download speed and
3 Mbps of upload speed.

Beaver County
Office of Planning
and Redevelopment –
Project Sponsor

• Eligible projects must reliably deliver 100 Mbps download
speed and 100 Mbps upload speed.

feedback@connectbeavercounty.com

• If geography, topography, or financial cost to meet
those standards limit higher speeds, 100 Mbps: download
speed and 20 Mbps upload speed is acceptable.

connectbeavercounty.com

724-495-4300

